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RSV is a single-stranded RNA virus of the family Paramyxoviridae, which 

includes common respiratory viruses such as those causing measles and mumps. 

Its name comes from the fact that  F protein on the surface of the virus cause the 

cell membranes on nearby cells to merge, forming syncytia. 
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Most RSV-infected infants experience upper respiratory tract symptoms, and 

20% to 30% develop lower respiratory tract disease (eg, bronchiolitis and/or 

pneumonia) with their first infection.

Most previously healthy infants who develop RSV bronchiolitis do not require 

hospitalization, and most who are hospitalized improve with supportive care and 

are discharged in fewer than 5 days. 

Approximately 1% to 3% of all children in the first 12 months of life will 

be hospitalized because of RSV lower tract disease. 









RSV spreads easily by direct contact, and can remain viable for a half an hour or 

more on hands or for up to 5 hours on countertops*.

*"Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) A.D.A.M. Medical Encyclopedia, PubMed Health. 

National Center for Biotechnology Information, U.S. National Library of Medicine. January 

2011






